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Strathmore Fine Art presents 

SHEILA WATERS CALLIGRAPHY 
 

A Retrospective 60 Years of the Calligraphic Arts 
 

N. Bethesda, Md: Strathmore’s 2009-2010 Fine Art Season continues with a calligraphy exhibition 

by Sheila Waters.  A Retrospective 60 Years of the Calligraphic Arts is on display in the Gudelsky 

Gallery in the Mansion at Strathmore from July 18 to August 22, 2009.   

In Waters’s retrospective exhibit, many aspects of the calligraphic work that she was involved 

with for over 60 years are showcased.  The pieces range from camera-ready artwork for letterpress, to 

digital printing, to special awards, original pieces considered as art works and also experimental pieces. 

Waters also uses the exhibit to as an opportunity to demonstrate the process of creation she worked 

through to reach the final piece.   

As a calligraphic artist, Waters uses a palette of scripts: personalized modernizations of historic 

styles of western formal manuscript writing of the past 2,000 years.  She adapts letterforms to express the 

moods of the chosen text.  Such art works may be entirely in letterforms or combined with illumination 

(modern miniature painting).  

The design process usually begins with thumbnail pencil sketches and progresses through many 

ideas and layout stages until the "puzzle" of the arrangement of the elements is solved. Then the surface 

of the chosen support is prepared and the layout is traced down. Watercolor paper is used when a color-

washed background is desired.  

Sheila Waters was born in England in 1929. At sixteen she began formal studies in drawing, 

painting, graphic design and calligraphy, first at the Medway College of Art, then on scholarship for her 

Masters' Degree at the Royal College of Art in London.  Waters was then elected as a Fellow of the UK 

Society of Scribes and Illuminators and began a free-lance career, carrying out commissioned and 

presentation work for royalty, publishers, libraries, museums and private collectors. These included 

employment by the librarian of Windsor Castle to inscribe bookplates for the Queen to present to heads of 

state and also to Prince Charles' preparatory school.   



In 1971 she immigrated to the United States with her three sons and late husband Peter Waters. In 

1972 Waters inaugurated the calligraphy program for adult education for the Smithsonian Institution and 

began her own private classes. In 1976 her students elected Waters as the founding president of 

Washington Calligraphers Guild.  She continues to teach workshops and lecture for calligraphic societies 

throughout the United States and her textbook "Foundations of Calligraphy," published in 2006 and 

already considered a classic, was reprinted in 2008.    

Strathmore is now in its 26th year as an arts presenter and cultural destination.  Strathmore 

nurtures art, artists and community through creative and diverse programming of the highest quality.  Its 

11-acre site includes the Music Center at Strathmore, a 1,976-seat concert hall and education complex, the 

turn of the century Mansion at Strathmore, outdoor concert venues and sculpture garden.  The Mansion at 

Strathmore, located at 10701 Rockville Pike in North Bethesda, MD, is immediately adjacent to the 

Grosvenor-Strathmore station on Metro’s Red Line and a half-mile from the Capital Beltway.  Parking is 

available on site for all Mansion performances.  For further information or tickets, call (301) 581-5100 or 

visit www.strathmore.org. 

 

### 
Strathmore is supported by a grant from the Maryland State Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community where the arts 
thrive.  An agency of the Department of Business & Economic Development, the MSAC provides financial support and technical assistance to non profit 

organizations, units of government, colleges and universities for arts activities.  Strathmore is also supported in part by the Arts and Humanities Council of 
Montgomery County. 

 
July 18 – August 22, 2009 
SHEILA WATERS: A RETROSPECTIVE 60 YEARS OF THE CALLIGRAPHIC ARTS 
Gudelsky Gallery Suite 
Mansion at Strathmore 
10701 Rockville Pike 
North Bethesda, MD 20852 
www.strathmore.org 
(301) 581-5200 
Gallery Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Wednesday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.;  
Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.   
Admission is Free.  
 


