
 
For Immediate Release 
August 9, 2009 
 
Contact: Angela Olson 
(301) 581-5194 
aolson@strathmore.org 

 
Strathmore presents 

VICTORIA VOX 
 

September Artist in Residence Makes the Ukulele a Pop Instrument 
 

N. Bethesda, Md: Strathmore opens its 2009-2010 Artist in Residence program in September with 

ukulele and singer-songwriter Victoria Vox. As part of the Artist in Residence program, Vox performs on 

Wednesdays September 9 and 30, 2009 in the Mansion at Strathmore.  She has the opportunity to work 

closely with the three established musician mentors and collaborate with other Artists in Residence.  Vox 

will also create an education program.     

Vox graduated from The Berkley College of Music with honors and a degree in songwriting, 

releasing a handful of guitar-driven albums before a friend gave her a ukulele. It proved to be the perfect 

new partner for her rich voice and changed the way she wrote and arranged music.  

Her first ukulele driven record, Victoria Vox and Her Jumping Flea was funded by fan donations 

and released in 2006. The refreshing disc was well received, and featured on NPR’s “To The Best of Our 

Knowledge,” while songs were featured on television and in independent movies. “My Darlin’ Beau” was 

awarded runner-up in the International Acoustic Music Awards. She was also included in Relix 

Magazine’s list of artists to watch. 

On Chameleon, released on her own label this spring, Vox partnered with producer Mike 

Tarantino.  The two mix the ukulele with her acoustic guitar, electric bass, percussion and other 

instruments to flesh out her burgeoning songwriting talent and pure vocals, moving the uke from the 

novelty bin to the pop genre. 

Vox, who now lives in Baltimore, will continue to tour vigorously with the release of Chameleon.  

But, the singer-songwriter is dedicated to the tiny instrument, trying to make it cool again. 

The Artist in Residence program at Strathmore was introduced in 2005 as an initiative to help 

cultivate local musical talent in the Washington, D.C. area by connecting established performers with 

emerging musicians.  Each Artist in Residence is a featured performer in the Mansion at Strathmore for 

the duration of one month.  The artists have the opportunity to develop an audience in the community; 



perfect their performances; create an educational program; and premiere a new work commissioned by 

Strathmore.  The premiere occurs on the last concert of the month and reflects the musical growth of the 

Artist in Residence.  Each musician also performs on the Millennium Stage at the John F. Kennedy Center 

for the Performing Arts.  The class of musicians attends professional development workshops presented 

by Strathmore, including classes on marketing, recording and booking events.  Former Artist in Residence 

graduates include singer-songwriter and Jammin’ Java owner Luke Brindley, indie singer-songwriter 

Laura Burhenn, saxophonist Jeff Suzda and percussionist Simone Mancuso of the Mancuso-Suzda 

Project, hip-hop artist Christylez Bacon and current mentor Frédéric Yonnet.  

Strathmore is now in its 26th year as an arts presenter and cultural destination.  Strathmore 

nurtures art, artists and community through creative and diverse programming of the highest quality.  Its 

11-acre site includes the Music Center at Strathmore, a 1,976-seat concert hall and education complex, the 

turn of the century Mansion at Strathmore, outdoor concert venues and sculpture garden.  The Mansion at 

Strathmore, located at 10701 Rockville Pike in North Bethesda, MD, is immediately adjacent to the 

Grosvenor-Strathmore station on Metro’s Red Line and a half-mile from the Capital Beltway.  Parking is 

available on site for all Mansion performances.  For further information or tickets, call (301) 581-5100 or 

visit www.strathmore.org. 
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